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Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 
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- 23 million head of cattle, 
or a quarter of the U.S. 
cattle population. 

- 3 million head of sheep, 
or a third of the US. 
sheep population. 





Using average grazing 
figures of $15 per 
animal unit month 
(AUM), the value of 
the forage consumed by 
cattle and sheep in the 
region contributes $2.9 
billion to the economy. 


Sources: National Agriculture 
Statistics Service, 1995. 


America’s Northern Plains: 
An Overview and Assessment 
of Natural Resources, USDA 
NRCS, May 1996 


1995 South Dakota Farm 
Real Estate Market Survey. 
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razing land vegetation is a renewable natural resource. Well-managed, 
privately-owned grazing lands provide many valuable benefits to all citizens. 


Economic and Social Stability in Rural America 
Properly managed private grazing lands enhance the economic and 
social stability of rural America. These lands contribute $250 bil- 
lion annually to rural economies and $4.3 billion in local, state, and 
federal taxes. Private grazing land management and ownership range 
from small-to large-scale enterprises, young to old, part-time to full- 
time, and represent a full range of racial, social, and ethnic groups. 


Urban Benefits 
Private grazing lands provide habitat to two-thirds of our wildlife, 
water for urban and other users, and visually-appealing open space. 


Better and Dependable Water Supplies 
Well-managed grazing lands improve or maintain water quality. 
Healthy stands of vegetation reduce soil erosion and sedimentation. 
More water is delivered to underground aquifers; flooding frequency 
and impact are reduced, and cleaner streams are available for fish, 
wildlife, recreation, and people. 


Recreational Opportunities 
Grazing land recreational uses have increased significantly. Camp- 
ing, hunting, fishing, hiking, and other outdoor activities are increas- 
ingly popular. 


Benefits to the Global Environment 
The vegetation and soils on grazing lands are a tremendous 
reservoir for organic carbon. Properly managed grazing lands 
help reduce atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide and may reduce 
greenhouse gas accumulation. 
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The Northern Plains Region of the Natural Resources Conservation 





Service has over 160 million acres of private grazing lands - 
one-third of our Nation's grassland. 























Rangeland condition is one 
way of monitoring grazing 
lands. Long-term planning 
and implementation is fore- 
most in meeting farmers’ 
and ranchers’ goals. 


The future of our grazing lands jg 
resources directly relates to 
the understanding of grasses 
and their management. 


Rangeland Condition 
[Good Fa@Fair [| |Poor 


{Excellent 





45% 


9% 






1992 National Resources Inventory 
of private, including tribal and trust, rangeland 
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Rangeland in the Northern 
Plains comprises 43 percent 
of the landscape and is 
nearly one-third of all 
rangeland in the contigu- 
ous United States. 


Pastureland is 3 percent of 
the landscape with 13 mil- 
lion acres privately owned. 


The Northern Plains 
Region’s rangeland and 
pastureland support 
about: 


- 23 million head of cattle, 
or a quarter of the U.S. 
cattle population. 

- 3 million head of sheep, 
or a third of the US. 
sheep population. 


Using average grazing 
figures of $15 per 
animal unit month 
(AUM), the value of 
the forage consumed by 
cattle and sheep in the 
region contributes $2.9 
billion to the economy. 


Sources: National Agriculture 
Statistics Service, 1995. 


America’s Northern Plains: 
An Overview and Assessment 
of Natural Resources, USDA 
NRCS, May 1996 


1995 South Dakota Farm 
Real Estate Market Survey. 









he Conservation of Private Grazing Lands Program is a voluntary effort 
to enhance private grazing lands. Many people and groups have become aware of how 
grazing lands contribute to a healthy environment and economy. 


Private grazing lands organizations focus on realizing the full potential of our grazing lands 
resource. Conservation and livestock production interests are represented on the coalitions, 
along with federal, state, and local resource agencies. 


The Grazing Lands Organizations seek to: 
¢ Strengthen partnerships between producers, conservation entities, and 
governmental resource agencies. 
* Respect and protect private property rights. 
¢ Encourage diversification to achieve multiple land-use benefits. 
¢ Provide grazing lands support and technical assistance to farmers and ranchers 
on a voluntary basis. 


¢ Emphasize training, education, and increased public awareness. 


Private grassland managers use technical and educational assistance to realize their management 
goals. There are 634 million acres of private grazing lands within the United States; 160 million 
acres are in the Northern Plains Region. The Conservation of Private Grazing Lands Program is 
supported with a provision in the 1996 Farm Bill. 


Technical assistance is delivered through conservation districts from Natural Resources Conservation 
Service staff who are specially trained in grazing management. Grazing lands education and 
research assistance is also available from the Cooperative Extension Service and universities. 


To become involved, share your ideas, or for more information about your state’s grassland organization, con- 
tact the Natural Resources Conservation Service for the name of the organization’s chairperson in your state. 


Ken Lair Joe Chapman Sue Noggles Kim Stine 
State Rangeland Management Specialist Rangeland Management Specialist State Range Conservationist State Range Mgmt. Specialist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service Natural Resources Conservation Service Natural Resources Conservation Service Natural Resources Conservation Service 
655 Parfet St., Rm E200C 760 South Broadway Federal Building, Room 443 North Platte Field Office 
Lakewood, CO 80215-5517 Salina, KS 67401-4642 10 East Babcock St. 1202 S. Cottonwood 
(303) 236-2886 (ext. 210) (913) 823-4582 Bozeman, MT 59715-4704 North Platte, NE 69101-6127 
FAX: (303) 236-2896 FAX: (913) 823-4540 (406) 587-6790 (308) 532-7100 
FAX: (406) 587-6761 FAX: (308) 532-8481 
Dean Chamrad Wayne Vander Vorste Everet Bainter 
State Range Conservationist Rangeland Management Specialist State Range Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service Natural Resources Conservation Service Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Federal Building, 220 E. Rosser Ave., Rm. 278 314 S. Henry St., Suite 300 Federal Building, Rm. 3124 
P.O. Box 1458 P.O. Box 1258 100 East B Street 
Bismarck, ND 58502-1458 Pierre, SD 57501-1258 Casper, WY 82601-1911 
(701) 250-4425 (605) 224-2476 (307) 261-6470 
FAX: (701) 250-4778 FAX: (605) 224-6615 FAX: (307) 261-6490 


Information about national grazing lands issues can be found on the Internet at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service homepage: http://www.ncg.nres.usda.gov. Also, a national list of Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative 
Coordinators can be found at: http://www.ncg.nres.usda.gov/elti/glcidir.html. 


Produced by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service in consultation with grassland organizations. 
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